December 2017 





BYZANTINE LATINO QUARTER-PICO 

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 



December 4, 2017 


Fellow BLQ-Pico Property Owners: 

We are writing to introduce our plans to renew the BLQ-Pico Business Improvement District, 
which are presented in this brochure. These plans will continue the incredible success we have 
enjoyed over the past 14 years in attracting business and jobs to the District. They are the 
product of the hard work of a dedicated property owners' Board of Directors and its staff and 
vendors working on their behalf. 

The BLQ-Pico BID has performed services that have been crucial to the commercial success of 
Pico Boulevard, including: 

> Tons of trash removal 

> Sidewalk pressure washing 

> Graffiti removal 

> Bulky item pick-up 

> Street light medallions 

> Street furniture maintenance 

> Restaurant promotional banners 

> Neon sign conversion to LCD 

With the renewal of the BLQ-Pico District we are planning to improve these services even more. 
We want to continue participation by the largest property owners in the area, increase pressure 
washing from its current frequency, trim District trees, and improve trash collection in District 
alleys. 

We want to encourage all District property owners to continue working together to improve 
and develop Pico Boulevard and attract new businesses and pedestrians to an already vibrant 
area. Pico Boulevard is the most heavily used Pedestrian Street in the area and as downtown 
Los Angeles continues to develop, this is the perfect opportunity to gain exposure to new 
visitors and consumers. Over 95% of the people traveling there are engaged in business. And 
97% of those were attracted by BLQ BID services. The presence of this good foundation 





provides the foundation for still more business volume improvements. Imagine our potential 
for the future! 

If there were an alternative to assessing our properties to pay for needed services, all of the 
property owners that have been involved in putting this proposal together would gladly 
embrace it. Unfortunately, we don't see such an alternative. It is not realistic to clamor for City 
services that will not be forthcoming due to acknowledged financial constraints. Complaining 
about what "could be" or "should be" seems similarly hollow. We want improvements and 
services to benefit our business community. The only realistic way to accomplish this goal is to 
take matters into our own hands and adopt the business improvement district solution which 
has proven to work throughout the City of Los Angeles and across the nation. 

We urge you to support the BLQ-Pico BID renewal. 


Sincerely, 


Leonardo Magana, President 


Marc Tavakoli, Vice President 


Fr. John Bakas, Board Member 


Jacob Segal, Board Member 


Ana Ricardo, Board Member 


Vanessa Rivera, Board Member 


Donald Swartz, Board Member 



Herb J. Wesson, Jr. 

COUNCILMEMBER, 10TH DISTRICT 

President, Los Angeles City Council 


January 9, 2018 


Dear Pico Boulevard Property Owner: 

Over the past 10 years we have been very fortunate to have the Byzantine Latino Quarter- 
Business Improvement District (BLQ-Pico BID) performing vital services along Pico 
Boulevard that benefit the commercial properties located within its boundaries. These 
services have attracted customers to the area and helped build the businesses and its jobs 
that are enjoyed within the District today. We have learned that by working together, 
positive results can be achieved. However, there is more to do. That is the reason I’m 
writing to support the renewal of the BLQ-Pico BID and to urge you to do so as well. 

The BLQ-Pico BID performs services over and above those that the City could provide. 
This includes: trash collection, pressure washing, graffiti removal, bulky item pick-up, 
tree trimming, street pole medallions, the “Dining Guide,” and bright neon signage. 

I understand that the BLQ-Pico BID has great plans for the future and Council District 10 
will be an active supporter of those efforts to continue the improvement of our 
community. The District must be renewed in order for those plans to become a reality. 
The most important, next step you can take right now to enhance business and property 
values on Pico Boulevard is to sign a petition and vote to renew the BID. 

Thank you for your support! 


Sincerely, 



HERB JUWESSON, Jr. 

President, Los Angeles City Council 
10 th Council District 


HJW:bg:slw 


City Hall Office: 200 North Spring Street, Room 430 • Los Angeles, California 90012 * Phone: (213) 473-7010 * Fax: (213) 485-9829 
District Office; 1819 South Western Avenue • Los Angeles, California 90006 • Phone: (323) 733-8233 • Fax: (323) 733-5833 


E-mail: councilmember.wesson@lacity.org 




GILBERT A. CEDILLO 


COUNCILMEMBER 


FIRST DISTRICT 


November 17, 2017 


Dear Pico Boulevard Property Owner: 

Over the past 10 years we have been very fortunate to have the BLQ-Pico Business 
Improvement District performing vital services along Pico Boulevard that benefit the commercial 
properties located within its boundaries. These services have attracted customers to the area 
and helped build the businesses and its jobs that are enjoyed within the District today. We have 
learned that by working together, positive results can be achieved. However, there is more to 
do. That is the reason I'm writing to support the renewal of the BLQ-Pico BID and to urge you to 
do so as well. 

The BLQ-Pico BID performs services over and above those that the City could provide. This 
includes: trash collection, pressure washing, graffiti removal, bulky item pick-up, tree trimming, 
street pole medallions, the "Dining Guide," and bright neon signage. 

And we understand that the BLQ-Pico BID has more and better plans for the future. The First 
District City Council Office will be an active supporter of those efforts to improve our community 
even more. The District must be renewed in order for those plans to become a reality. The most 
important, next step you can take right now to enhance business and property values on Pico 
Boulevard is to sign a petition and vote to renew the BID. 

Thank you for your support! 


Sincerely, 



Gilbert Cedillo 

Councilmember, First District 


FC 


CITY HALL 200 N. Spring St. Room 460 Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Tel: (213) 473-7001 • Fax: (213) 473-7462 
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BLQ - PICO BID CONCEPTUAL 2019 BUDGET 


Assessments Other 


I. Landscaping, Sanitation, & Beautification $120,000 $6,316 

Trash & Debris Collection 
Pressure Washing 
Graffitti & sticker removal 
Bulky Item Pick-up 
Tree Well Weeding 
Tree Trimming 
Special Projects 

li. Marketing & Promotions Services $4,000 $211 

Street Pole Banners 

Holiday Decorations (one (1) quarterly rotation) 

Web site development & operation 
BLQ Landmark Neon Rooftop Sign 
Printed newsletter preparation 
Graphics program 
Branding & marketing program 
Printing / advertising 
Stakeholders Communications 

iil. Policy Deveiopment & Management $33,040 $1,739 

Management Contract (LANI) 

IV. Office, Insurance, Accounting, & Other $17,250 $908 

City Clerk Fee 
CPA 

Bookkeeper 
Insurance 
Telephone 
Other expenses 


V. Total Budget $174,290 $9,174 


Totals 


$126,316 


$4,211 


$34,779 


$18,158 


$183,464 


Note: "Other" funds shown above are non-assessment monies paid by the City of Los Angeles that 
compensate for general benefits provided by the District. 














BYZANTINE LATINO QUARTER-PICO BLVD 
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
Keeping the Community Clean and Beautiful 
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The Byzantine Latino Quarter Business Improvement District (BLQ BID) has been beautifying 
the community since 2006. Since 2006 the BLQ BID has: 


• Removed more than 165,2634 bags of trash weighing more than 3.9 million pounds 

• Hauled away more than 4,040 bulky items 



• Conducted regular pressure washing at transit plazas and sidewalks 

• Swept more than 792,000 pounds of trash from streets and sidewalks 



Removed more than 7,820 
instances of graffiti 















Converted BLQ. BID sign from neon to LED lighting 
Installed 25 decorative medallions on light poles 





• Promoted local restaurants through Dine Your District 

• Organized community clean ups with local kids and parents 

• Installed holiday decorations at Normandie and Hoover transit plazas 











Future projects of the BLQ BID 


• Trim over-grown trees 

• Work with Council District 1 to establish an annual food festival 

• Collaborate with Pico-Union Housing Corporation to improve building facades 

• Develop a plan to attract downtown visitors to BID for shopping and dining 

The Benefits of the BLQ BID 


. An intercept survey was conducted of 546 individuals along Pico Boulevard. The survey 
concluded that 95% of the people along the district are shopping, buying, or engaging in 
a commercial activity. 


• Through its services the BLQ Business Improvement District helps businesses thrive, 
attracts customers from all over Los Angeles, creates a clean and inviting environment 
and most importantly it helps keep vacancy rates low. 


The BLQ Business Improvement District is currently up for renewal. For more information 
on how you can support the critical work of the BLQ BID please contact: 
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Darin French, BID Manager 

Los Angeles Neighborhood Initiative 

800 S. Figueroa Street, Ste. 970 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 

(213) 627-1822 xl3 

darin@lani.org 
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BLQ-PICO PBID AREA PROPERTY INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENTS FOR 2019 
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TOTAL 

ASSESSMENT 

2019 

$275.96 
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$188.66 

$281.24 

$286.45 

$207.06 

$426.89 
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BLQ-PICO PBID AREA PROPERTY INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENTS FOR 2019 


% of Total 
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Total Budget '= 

$174,290 

Lot Area Factor = 

Zone 1 Lot Area SF Rate 

Improvement Area Factor = 

Zone 1 Improvement Area SF Rate 

Street Frontage Factor 

Zone 1 Street Frontage SF Rate 
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